ITALIAN VERB CONJUGATIONS

Introduction

Italian verbs are organized into three main conjugation groups, determined by
their infinitive ending. Understanding these three conjugations is essential for
mastering Italian grammar, as each follows specific patterns for tense and
mood. This guide provides detailed explanations, examples, and practical tips
for learners.

1. First Conjugation: -ARE Verbs

The largest group of Italian verbs ends in -ARE. These verbs are generally the
most regular and predictable, making them ideal for beginners.

Common -ARE Verbs

‘[translate:Parlare] ("to speak")
‘[translate:Amare] ("to love")
‘[translate:Giocare] ("to play")
-[translate:Mangiare] ("to eat")
‘[translate:Lavorare] ("to work")
‘[translate:Studiare] ("to study")

Present Tense Conjugation Example: [translate:Parlare]

Subject | Conjugation Meaning
Io [translate:parlo] I speak
Tu [translate:parli] You speak (informal)
Lui/Lei | [translate:parlal He/She speaks

Noi [translate;parliamo] | We speak

Voi [translate;parlate] You speak (plural)
Loro | [translate:parlano] | They speak
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Pattern Recognition

Notice the pattern: remove the -ARE ending and add:
-0 (i0)

=i (tu)

-a (lui/lei)

-iamo (noi)

--ate (voi)

--ano (loro)

Important Notes on -ARE Verbs

‘Verbs ending in -care and -gare add an "h" before "i" to maintain the hard
sound: [translate:cercare] — [translate:cerchi] ("you search"),
[translate:pagare] — [translate:paghi] ("you pay")

‘Verbs ending in -iare drop the "i" in the "tu" form: [translate:studiare] —
[translate:studi] ("you study"), not [translate:studii]

2. Second Conjugation: -ERE Verbs
The second conjugation includes verbs ending in -ERE. These are fewer in
number than -ARE verbs but equally important. Many common verbs belong
to this group.

Common -ERE Verbs
‘[translate:Leggere] ("to read")
‘[translate:Scrivere] ("to write")
‘[translate:Vivere] ("to live")
‘[translate:Bere] ("to drink") - irregular
‘[translate:Vedere] ("to see")
‘[translate:Credere] ("to believe")
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‘Present Tense Conjugation Example: [translate:Leggere]

Subject | Conjugation Meaning

Io [translate:leggo] I read

Tu [translate:;leggi] You read (informal)
Lui/Lei | [translate:legze] He/She reads

Noi [translate:leggiamo] | We read

Voi [translate;legzete] You read (plural)
Loro [translate:leggono] | They read

Pattern Recognition

Remove the -ERE ending and add:
-0 (io)

- -i (tu)

- -e (lui/lei)

- -iamo (noi)

- -ete (voi)

- -ono (loro)

Important Notes on -ERE Verbs

- Some -ERE verbs are irregular and must be memorized: [translate:bere] ("to drink"),
[translate:fare] ("to do/make"), [translate:stare] ("to stay/be")

- The "-gg-" in [translate:leggo] appears only in the first person singular; other forms
follow the pattern

3. Third Conjugation: -IRE Verbs
The third conjugation includes verbs ending in -IRE. This group is smaller but contains
several useful verbs. Some -IRE verbs add an "-isc-" infix in certain forms, which can be
confusing for learners.
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Common -IRE Verbs

‘[translate:Partire] ("to leave/depart")
‘[translate:Aprire] ("to open")

‘[translate:Dormire] ("to sleep")

‘[translate:Finire] ("to finish") - has -isc- forms
‘[translate:Capire] ("to understand") - has -isc- forms
‘[translate:Servire] ("to serve")

Present Tense Conjugation Example 1: [translate:Partire] (Regular -IRE)

Subject | Conjugation Meaning

Io [translate:parto] I leave

Tu [translate:parti] You leave (informal)
Lui/Lei | [translate:parte] He/She leaves

Noi [translate:partiamo] | We leave

Voi [translate:partite] You leave (plural)
Loro [translate:partono] They leave

Present Tense Conjugation Example 2: [translate:Capire] (-ISC- Type)

Subject | Conjugation Meaning

Io [translate:capiscol I understand
Tu [translate:capisci] You understand (informal)
Lui/Lei | [translate:capiscel He/She understands

Noi [translate:capiamo] We understand

Voi [translate;capite] You understand (plural)
Loro [translate:capiscono] | They understand

m www.lovelyitalian.com
ITALIAN

N,



ITALIAN VERB CONJUGATIONS

Pattern Recognition

Regular -IRE verbs (like [translate:partire]):
-0 (i0)

i (tu)

--e (lui/lei)

-iamo (noi)

-ite (voi)

--ono (loro)

-ISC- Type -IRE verbs (like [translate:capire]): Insert -isc- before the ending in all
forms except "noi" and "voi":

-isco (io)

-isci (tu)

-isce (lui/lei)

-lamo (noi) - no -isc-

-ite (voi) - no -isc-

--iscono (loro)

Important Notes on -IRE Verbs

‘The -ISC- infix is common but not universal; you must learn which verbs use it
‘Other common -ISC- verbs include: [translate:finire] ("to finish"),
[translate:costruire] ("to build"), [translate:pulire] ("to clean")

‘Some verbs like [translate:partire], [translate:dormire], and [translate:aprire]
do NOT use the -ISC- form.

Comparison Table: One Verb from Each Conjugation (Present Tense)

Subject [@mﬂﬁw sl Lmslg;ei:%m (3rd -
Io [translate;patlo] [translate;leggo] [translate;capiscol
Tu [translate;parli] [translate;leggil [translate:capisci]
Lui/Lei [translate;parlal [translate:legze] [translate;capisce]
Noi [translate:parliamo] [translate:leggiamo) [translate;capiamo]
Voi [translate:parlate] [translate:leggete] [translate;capite]
Loro [translate;parlano] [translate;leggonol [translate;capiscono]
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Other Essential Tenses

Past Tense (Passato Prossimo)

The passato prossimo is formed with the auxiliary verb [translate:avere] or
[translate:essere] plus the past participle. Each conjugation has a different
past participle ending:

-ARE — past participle ends in -ato: [translate:parlare]] — [translate:ho
parlato] ("l spoke")

-ERE — past participle ends in -uto: [translate:leggere] — [translate:ho letto]
("l read") - often irregular

--IRE — past participle ends in -ito: [translate:capire] — [translate:ho capito] ("I
understood")

Future Tense

The future tense is typically regular across all three conjugations:
‘[translate:Parlero] ("l will speak™)

‘[translate:Leggerd] ("l will read")

‘[translate:Capird] ("l will understand")

Common Irregular Verbs to Memorize

While most verbs follow the patterns above, some verbs are irregular:
translate:Essere("to be") - completely irregular; must be memorized
translate:Avere("to have") - completely irregular; must be memorized
translate:Andare  ("to go") - irregular first conjugation verb
translate:Fare("to do/make") - irregular second conjugation verb
translate:Stare("to stay/be") - irregular first conjugation verb
translate:Venire("to come") - irregular third conjugation verb

Practical Learning Tips
1. Start with regular verbs from each conjugation to understand the
patterns

2. Practice conjugation drills - repetition is key to automaticity

3. Group verbs by conjugation in your notes for easy reference

4.  Notice the -ISC- pattern early with -IRE verbs like [translate:capire] and
[translate:finire]
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5. Create sentences using verbs in context, not in isolation

6. Listen to native speakers to internalize correct pronunciation and rhythm
7. Keep a verb journal tracking new verbs as you encounter them

8. Memorize irregular verbs first since they appear frequently in conversation

Italian verbs follow three main conjugation patterns (-ARE, -ERE, -IRE), each
with predictable endings in regular verbs. While irregular verbs exist and must
be memorized, mastering the three conjugations gives you the foundation to
understand and produce correct Italian sentences. With consistent practice
and attention to patterns, you'll develop fluency quickly.

Remember: Every verb you learn opens new possibilities for expression. Start
simple, practice regularly, and celebrate your progress!
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