
ITALIAN NOUNS AND
ADJECTIVES: DETAILED GUIDE

Introduction
Italian nouns ([translate:sostantivi]) and adjectives ([translate:aggettivi]) are
key elements of the language. Understanding how to recognize, use, and
agree these words in sentences is central to mastering Italian grammar. This
guide explains their forms, gender, number, agreement rules, and provides
helpful examples and tips.

1. Nouns (Sostantivi)
Italian nouns indicate people, places, things, or concepts. They always have a
gender (masculine or feminine) and a number (singular or plural).
Gender
·Masculine: usually endings in [translate:-o] ([translate:libro] = "book"), plural
[translate:-i] ([translate:libri] = "books")
·Feminine: usually endings in [translate:-a] ([translate:casa] = "house"), plural
[translate:-e] ([translate:case] = "houses")
There are also nouns ending in [translate:-e] (can be masculine or feminine):
·[translate:studente] = masculine ("student")
·[translate:arte] = feminine ("art")
Plural Formation
·[translate:-o] → [translate:-i]: [translate:gatto] (“cat”) → [translate:gatti] (“cats”)
·[translate:-a] → [translate:-e]: [translate:ragazza] (“girl”) → [translate:ragazze]
(“girls”)
·[translate:-e] → [translate:-i]: [translate:insegnante] (“teacher”) →
[translate:insegnanti] (“teachers”)
Irregular & Exception Nouns
·Nouns ending in [translate:-ca] or [translate:-ga] become [translate:-
che]/[translate:-ghe] in plural ([translate:amica] → [translate:amiche],
[translate:spiaggia] → [translate:spiagge])
·Some nouns are invariable and do not change in plural: [translate:il caffè]
(“the coffee”) → [translate:i caffè] (“coffees”)
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2. Adjectives (Aggettivi)
Adjectives describe nouns, expressing qualities, numbers, or characteristics. In
Italian, adjectives agree with the noun in both gender and number.

Simple Agreement
·If the noun is masculine singular, the adjective is masculine singular:
[translate:libro interessante] (“interesting book”)
·If the noun is feminine plural, the adjective is feminine plural: [translate:case
grandi] (“big houses”)

Most Common Adjective Endings
·For adjectives ending in [translate:-o]:
o  Masc. sing.: [translate:-o] → [translate:ragazzo alto] (“tall boy”)
o  Masc. plural: [translate:-i] → [translate:ragazzi alti] (“tall boys”)
o  Fem. sing.: [translate:-a] → [translate:ragazza alta] (“tall girl”)
o  Fem. plural: [translate:-e] → [translate:ragazze alte] (“tall girls”)
·For adjectives ending in [translate:-e]:
o  Singular: [translate:-e] → [translate:studente intelligente] (“smart student”)
o  Plural: [translate:-i] → [translate:studenti intelligenti] (“smart students”)

Position of Adjectives
·Most adjectives come after the noun: [translate:macchina rossa] (“red car”)
·Some, like [translate:bello], [translate:grande], [translate:buono], can precede
the noun for emphasis: [translate:una bella giornata] (“a beautiful day”)

3. Definite and Indefinite Articles
Articles introduce nouns and must match the gender and number:
·Masculine singular: [translate:il] ([translate:il libro]), or [translate:lo] before
s+consonant or z ([translate:lo zaino])
·Masculine plural: [translate:i] ([translate:i libri]), or [translate:gli] ([translate:gli
amici])
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·Feminine singular: [translate:la] ([translate:la casa]), [translate:l’] before vowel
([translate:l’arte])
·Feminine plural: [translate:le] ([translate:le case])

4. Special Adjective Forms
Some adjectives have irregular or shortened forms before masculine singular
words:
·[translate:buono] → [translate:buon] ([translate:un buon amico])
·[translate:grande] → [translate:gran] ([translate:un gran successo])
·[translate:bello] → [translate:bel, bello, bell’] ([translate:bel libro],
[translate:bello zaino], [translate:bell’amico])

5. Practical Tips for Learners
•Always check the word ending for clues about gender and plural!
•Adjectives must change their own ending to match the noun: [translate:piatto
caldo], [translate:piatti caldi], [translate:zuppa calda], [translate:zuppe calde]
•Some common adjectives ending in [translate:-e] (like [translate:intelligente],
[translate:interessante]) change only for plural ([translate:intelligente] →
[translate:intelligenti])
•Articles ([translate:il, la, lo]) are essential—never skip them!
•Invariable nouns: some borrowed words and those ending in accented vowels
don’t change: [translate:un film], [translate:due film]; [translate:una città],
[translate:due città]
•Practice making sentences by combining articles, nouns, and adjectives—this
builds fluency and confidence.

Mastering nouns and adjectives in Italian means recognizing word endings,
understanding gender, and making adjectives agree with nouns. When you
combine correct articles, nouns, and adjectives, your Italian sentences become
clear and natural. Pay attention to exceptions, invariable nouns, and special
adjective forms for extra polish!

Remember: Every new noun or adjective you learn helps you describe your
world more fully in Italian.
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